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NEWS RELEASE

UD TO HONOR NATIONALLY KNOWN TAX REFORM EXPERT, ASSISTANT
CONDUCTOR WITH METROPOLITAN OPERA, OTHER OUTSTANDING ALUMNI

DAYTON, Ohio -Eugene Steuerle "has forgotten more about taxes in the last 15
seconds than most of us will ever know,"wrote Newsweek business columnist Robert J.
Samuelson in May.
A 1968 mathematics graduate from the University of Dayton, Steuerle was the original
organizer and coordinator of the U.S. Department of Treasury study that led to the Tax Reform
Act of 1986, perhaps the most important reform of the U.S. income tax. He will receive the
2004 Distinguished Alumnus Award from the University of Dayton's National Alumni
Association during a 7 p.m. dinner on Friday. Sept. 17, in the Kennedy Union Ballroom.
Steuerle has served in the Treasury Department under four presidents and is currently a
senior fellow at the Urban Institute, co-director of the Urban-Brookings Tax Policy Center and
columnist for Tax Notes. He has written or edited 11 books, more than 150 reports and more
than 50 Congressional testimonies or reports. His wife Norma, a psychologist, died in the Sept.
11 attack on the Pentagon.
Besides Steuerle, five other outstanding alumni will receive special achievement,
Christian Service, special service and Joe Belle Memorial Awards from their alma mater. Other
honorees include:
•

Howard Watkins, a Dayton native who serves as an assistant conductor with
the Metropolitan Opera in New York City and has coached young singers
throughout the world, will receive a special achievement award. In 2002, he was
invited as a master coach by the Chinese National Opera in Beijing to assist in
the coaching and preparation of Verdi's Aida and Puccini's Turandot. He is a
much sought-after pianist who has appeared with many of the world's foremost
vocalists, including soprano Kathleen Battle, mezzo-soprano Grace Bumbry and
tenor Rolando Villazon. A UD honors program student, he graduated in 1986
with a degree in music. His family will accept his award.

•

Rosemary Schmidt, a pediatrician who devoted much of her medical career to
helping underserved poor children in the Cincinnati and Batesville, Ind., areas,
also will receive a special achievement award. During her career, she has cared
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for indigent patients, trained graduate nurses to better meet the needs of poor
and rural children in underserved areas and taught in the pediatrics department
at the University of Cincinnati. A Cincinnati resident, she graduated in 1952
with a degree in pre-medicine.
•

Barbara J. Fraser, a freelance journalist and former Maryknoll lay missioner in
Peru for 14 years, will receive the Christian service award. She chose a career in
journalism because she ''believed in the power of communication to change the
world." Her articles covering social, environmental and Catholic church issues
have appeared in a variety of publications, including National Catholic Reporter,
EcoAmericas, The Lancet and Sierra. For five years, she was director and editor of
Latinamerica Press. A resident of Lima, Peru, she earned a degree in
communication in 1978.

•

Mary Ann Schrader, former president of the Washington/Baltimore alumni
chapter, will receive the special service award. Her volunteer work for her alma
mater over more than a decade is exceptional. Currently a member of the
National Alumni Association board's finance committee, she just completed a
term as a reunion committee member. She also helped pioneer a new board
structure for the National Alumni Association and charted a new course for
chapter programming throughout the nation. A resident of Chesapeake Beach,
Md., she earned a degree in generalstudies in 1969.

•

Chris Schmidt, who started an international service internship program for
engineering students, will receive the Joe Belle Memorial Award. The award is
named after the late Belle, a popular UD administrator with a can-do attitude.
Schmidt implemented ETHOS- Engineers in Technical, Humanitarian
Opportunities of Service Learning- and directed the program in 2001 while
earning a master's degree in mechanical engineering at UD. Through the program,
engineering students and recent graduates use their engineering skills to aid
partner organizations here and abroad. Since the program's inception, 25
students have completed service internships in various Latin American countries.
A resident of Haverhill, Mass., Schmidt earned a bachelor's and master's degree
in :mechanical engineering in 1999 and 2003.

"The National Alumni Association, through its annual awards, tries to honor those
alumni who have distinguished themselves in numerous walks of life and who continue to
embody the University's emphasis on learning, leadership, service and that degree of character
that truly is a hallmark of so many of our alumni," said Bill Hunt, assistant vice president of
alumni relations.
-30For more information, contact Bill Hunt at (937) 229-3294.

